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1. Introduction

The author's visits to Turkey were numerous. They mostly related to visits to Istanbul, but also to cities in the Asfan part
Turkey. Apart from Istanbul, which is located in both the European and Asian parts of Turkey, the author visited the city of
Carakkale, which, like Istanbul, was developed in both the European and Asian parts of Turkey. The visits to Istanbul hac
different reasons: a visit to Yildiz Technical University as part of the-familty cooperation between the two faculties (when

the awhor was the dean of the Faculty of Architecture at the University of Sarajevo), a visit to the Research Center for Islamic
History, Art and Culture (IRCICA) at a large number of scientific conferences (and participation in summer schools organized
by IRCICA throughout Turkey) and rest and leisure. The visit to the city of Sanliurfa took place as part of the Summer School,
June 27 July 29, 2011 (Figures 1, 2, 3). This work is the result of a series of study trips to Turkey. The aim of the study trips
wasto get to know the cities on the spot and through their analysis (through ‘cabinet work’) to contribute to the autkior's theor
of "Architecturally defined spacé®?345]

BULGARIA

Fig 1: Map of Turkey. (The places the author visited (the European part of Turkey) are marked with red squares, and the pthoes the a
visited (the Asian part of Turkey) with yellow squares.
Source: Hadrovic, A. (2018). Architecture in the travelogues of eshiéect. Book 3: Asia, Faculty of Architecture University in Sarajevo,
Sarajevo, pp. 11191189 (in Bosnian)
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Source: Google Earth. ccessed: Noveme22 2023.

Fig 2: Sanliurfa. Location. Complex of holy places related to Ibrahim (Abraham), the forefather of Jews, Christians and Muslims: 1.
kanl éurfa Fortress, 2. I|Ibrahim (Abraham) Cave, 3. -iHalil @mi,m ( Abr
Rézvaniye Camii

Sourcei Pasic (July 7, 2011)
Fig3:The author by Abraham's (Il brahim's) pool in

kanliurfa is a city (witfh aPersians (85 6ebtuns BQ), Meudsa(bst teatary 8C), 2 0
located in the south of Turkey. The city is 151 km from Seleucids (48 century BC) Osroeni (132 BZ16), Romans
Diyarbakir, 173 km from Mardin, 601 km from Ankara and (2-7 century), Sassanids (2851), Byzantium (398453,

950 km from Istanbul. It is 80 km away from the great river with interruptions), the Khilafat (63850-1517), the
Euphr at es s a largendnd histoffically significant Ottomans (1514922), the modern Republic of Turkey

city, the origin and development of which were greatly (1924present). It is today a muéthnic city where Turks,
contributed by many peoples and their cultures: SumeriansKurds, Arabs, Armenians and other nations fueDuring its
(35002500 BC), Ebls (2502400 BC), Assyrians (250609 history, the city changed its names, depending on who was its
BC), Akkadians (2334193 BC), Babylonians (2861725 master: Uha (Armenian name), Urhai (Syrian name); Ar

BC), Hittites (1600 BC), HurrMitanes (15061300 BC), RuhgO®( Arabic name), Orrha (
Arameans (18 century BC), Armenians (6th century BC), Antiochia na Callirhoe (3 Us hi¢ UB Ua a9} J hdd,
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name), Justinopolis (undehe Byzantine rule), Edessa led by Baldwin | (10661118) captured Edessa, and Baldwin
GuuvaaU, under the Sel euci d |besdme its.administrator [8]. This is how the first crusader
Today's Tur ki sh name, k a nl istate Knawn asithe Coartyyofrtméssa gvasestablistpch w e r i
from the wor ds "kKanl i™" ( mmposed hagin Chriptiamtya on' the churtheg found. iThed " |,
"magnificent”) and "urfa" (meaning "famous", "praised"). Crusader state fell (1144) before the attack of the Khilafat
The name k anmoducadr(1084) bywthesNational army (led by the Abbasid dynasty at the time) led by General
Assembly of Turkey to honor this city for its immense Zengui. After the fall of the Crusader state, the area of today's
contribution in Turkey's struggle for independence (Turkish k a n | iwags feglaced by dynasties (which ruled the

War of Independence, 191®23)l, The name of this city  Khilafat): Zengids, Ayyubids, Sultanate of Rum, Ilkhanids,

is associated with many great legends, in whigws, Memluks, Akkoyunlui and Safavids, when this area was
Christians and Muslims believe. One of them is related toruled (1516) by the Ottoman Empire. Urfa became part of
Abraham (Ibrahim#®! whom the ruler of Nimrud prepared to  Aleppo Elayet. The city soon became the eemtf cotton,

burn captive on the hill, but God, in order to save his favorite leather and jewelry trade. During the Ottoman administration,
slave, turned the fire into water, and the embers of the fireeight hammams were built in Urfa, along with other

into a multitude of fish in the water. Today, in the place important buildings'?. The British occupation of the city of
mentioned in the legend, there is a large pool with fish, whichUrfa began on March 7, 1919, and lasted until October 30,

is visited by many believers. Armenians believe that their 1919, bllowed by the invasion of the French army, which

al phabet was i nvha)filtAeciheologicalk alasted until Apail 23, 1820, when it was stopped by Turkish
finds, found in Duu, Harran and Nevali Cori, confirm the forces who fought for the independence of Turkey. Soon, the
presence of man in the ar eTrkishfFrenéhagréeant was sigrsed, macadin® td &ich B C
Archaeological sites in Gobekli Tepe, Gurcitepe and in thethe French forces had to leathe area that has been within
city of kanliurfa confirm t thefrapewalsobtimedepuldidof Tarkey siricen1923hTeday\ e o
Age (45002000 BC). Atthe archaeolagia | s i t e i nk &8Bmll &wkrl fég ®ils by all accounts
a statue of a man from the Neolithic era was found, which (asof constant further progre84.. The city has its own airport

"Urfa Man") is now exhibited in the Museum of Archeology ( kanl éur fa GAP Ai atpdistahceof@h i c h
and Mosaics in kanliurfa. kuwlfrorhthe:gtyh with Hady flightsttoelzmio, fAnkdgaaamd i u r
(Urafa) originated in prehistory, its foundation astg dates Istanbul.

back to 304 BC when it was founded by Seleucus | Nicator

(Greek: Zy o Ug o ¢2B1 BC). Phe aity Was |} ,2. N&twaBresources and sights

named Edessa (Greek: OuUGGWan|lafurém thhaes cat yhoaf Mehdei tseart
name in the region of Macedonia, Greece. At the end of theaccording to the Képpen climate classification) with hot and

2nd century, the ot was occupied by an alliance of Arab dry summers and colder and wetter winters with sporadic
tribes, the Nabateans led by the Abgar dynasty, and Edesssnowfall. The highest summer temperature is 37 °C (July),
became their capital?. Islam first arrived in the area of and the lowest is 19 °C (Je)n while the highest winter
today' s kanliurfa around t hemperatara is 116°8 §Decemberg and thé lowest & rl €@
conquered by the Rashidian army (Khe)f which at that  (January}*34 (Figure 4).

time was led by the Ayyubidi dynadt}. European crusaders
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Source:Cl i mate and Average Weather Year Round in kanleéeurfa

https://weatherspark.com/y/100709/Averaljeatherin-%C5%9Eanl|%C4%BlurfdurkeyYearRound
Accessed: November 22, 2023.

Figd:kanl éur f a omeat her by m

kanliurfa is one of sever alwedthintaothertygehafietlth with which nurpeeods works t h
part of the Euphrates and Tigris basin on the fertile plains,of material culture were built, including architectural ones.
where the vast Mesopotamian culture was founded 4000 Due to the legend and belief surrounding the attempt to burn
1000 BC), one of the oldest cultures in the world, which is Ibrahim (Abraham) and his divine salvation, the city of
often called the'cradle of civilization "% (Figures 513). kanliurfa became ahmadeitylivimgf pi
Fertile plains with the possibility of irrigation from numerous city all the time, where not only material wealth was
watercourses, this place has always been a source of ricacquired, but also knowledge (science).

income from agriculture, and lively trade transformed this
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Source: https://elements.envato.com/halfetiphratesiver-in-sanllurfaY49Xx5D5,
Accessed: November 23, 2023.

Fig 5: Euphrates River near Sanliurfa

Source:tts://www.textileqence.com/en/sanliuﬂapectshiqhvield-in-cotton/, Accessed: November 23, 2023.

Source: https://theegeeye.com/visti@astcommonpoppiessanliurfa/ Accessed: November 23, 2023.
Fig 7: Left: Cotton growing in the vast fields of Sanliurfa. Right: Growing poppiglservast fields of Sanliurfa

Il brahi m's (Abraham's) c a v seveniyaars, beiagnthei king Nimorud Wahtedr td kills Him,
kanl éurfa'daki Kbrahi m Maj acomrssleing hEnagthrdatstd his kingdéhlhThendave isCa v e
Sanliurfa) is, according to legend, the place where Ibrahimaccessed from the harem of the MeylitHalil mosque

(Abraham) was born, and wtee his mother kept him for  (Figure 8).
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Abraham's (Il brahim's) pool in
kanl éurfi'"deki hakuzi, Englis
Fi sh (Bal ekl ég°l)) i s t he |
(Bal ekl ége°l), God' s response

(Abraham) after he vgthe ruler Nimrud wanted to burn in a

huge fire. God, according to belief, turned fire into water, and

its crane into fish. The pool is located in the courtyard of the
Halil-ur-Rahman Mosque, which was built (1211) by the
Ayyubids. The pool is surroundedy G° | bakeé G
designed by architect Merih Karaaslan. According to legend,
looking at the fish in the pool opens the gates of heBvén
(Figures 10,11).

- seasbin s

Source: Author (July 7, 2011) Source: Author (July 7, 20‘11)

Fig9:l brahim's (Abraham's) cave FigidOgmahamfsa (Il brahim s) poo
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* Ey ate ibrahimin dsti in ve s ..»,.M‘
Hz. ibrahim (A, S.) atege atidiginda diigtigii makam

Source:
https://Ih5.googleusercontent.com/p/AF1QipMel_0cdK2h10VOFj
VDeUzCaj21A2MxnUdJ3b2V=h720

Accessed: November 23, 2023.

Fig 12:'Ayn Zeliha Lake

G°1|l baké Par k (Tur ki sh: G° 1l be
Garden) is |l ocated in Bé-ak-é8
(I'brahi m) Pool in kanl éur f a'
Zeltha laké*% (Figure 13).

Source: Author (July 7, 2011)

Fig 11: The position that Ibrahim (a.s) reached when he was
placed on the throne

Ayn Zeliha Lake (Turkish: Aynzeliha Go6lu) is a spring and o
|l ake at the foot of kanliur M
after Zulaykha, a follower of Ibrahim (Abraham), daughter of
King Nimrud. According to legend, when King Nimrud
threw Ibrahim (Abrahamhito the fire, his daughter Zulaykha
told her father that she believed in Ibrahim's (Abraham)
religion. According to legend, her father also threw her into
the fire, where a lake was then created. The lake is revered as
a holy placd®8! (Figure 12).
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Source: Author (July 7, 2011)
Fig13:G° | bakeé Park

3. Architectural cultural and historical heritage

Rarely any city in the world has such a rich history as the city

of kanliurfa. It was built by
rich cultural traditioamisa so |
cosmopolitan city in the full sense. The great religions
(Judaism, Christianity and Islam) have their roots here, since
Ibrahim (Abraham) is considered the forefather of all Jews,

all Christians and all Muslims.

Gobekli Hill (Turkish: Gobekli Tepe)s the oldest known

temple in the world®® which was built around 11500 BC.

The archaeological site is located about 12 km from
kanliurf a, northeast. The di a
about 300 m, and its height is 15 m. The temple was
discovered (1996) by a German archaeological team led by
Klaus Schmidt (Figure 14).
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harem, there is direct access to lbrahim's cewech gives
this mosque great importance in the world of Isl&/
(Figure 16).

s Y

Soure: https://arkeonews.nt/turkei;'scoversll—nemaior—
hills-nearfamedgobeklitepe/ Accessed: November 23, 2023.

Fig 14: Gobekli Hill

kanl eurfa Castle or Urfa Cg Kal
was originally built during the reign of the ancient Osroen in
Urfa, and most of its preserved structure today was built (814)
during the reign of the Abbasid dynasty in Urfa. Today, this

fortressis an operair museun®!! (Figure 15).

Source: https://www.vecteezy.com/video/6526 #adriatrising-
view-historicatsanliurfacastlesite-in-urfa-city-famoustravek
destinationin-turkey, Accessed: November 23, 2023.

Source: https://raillynews.com/2023/01 Avalking-pathwasbuilt-
for-visits-to-the-historicatUrfa-castle./ Accessed: November 23,

2023.

Figl5:k anl eur fa Castle or Urf

Mevlid-i Halil Mosque (Turkish: Mevliei Halil Camii) is the
oldest mosque in Urfa, located in the immediate vicinity of
Ibrahim's (Abraham's) cave. Originally, a synagogue stood
there, which (438136) was remodeled into the Church of St.
Stephon. On theite of the church (1172175) Nur alDin
Zengi (11181174), the leader of the Oghuz Turkish Zengid
dynasty, built a mosque. The mosque has a spacious
courtyard (harem) with a fountain and a turbet. From the
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urce:ﬁdth‘or (Julyq7, 2011) |
Fig 16: Mevlid-i Halil Mosque
The Great Mosque of Urfa (Turkish: Ulu Camii) was built where Jesus' burial shroud (Shroud of Turin) was thrown. On

(1170) on the site of an earlier church that the Arabs calledthe south sidef the mosque is a fountain built (1781) by
the "Red Church". Tradition identifies this place as the placeFiruz Bey?2% (Figure 17).
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Source: https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/465981892689480286¢tessedNovember 23, 2023.
Source: https://www.urfamiz.com/ukcamii.htm| Accessed: November 23, 2023.

Fig 17: The Great Mosque Urfa

Hasan Pedishah Mosque (Turkish: Hasan Pedishah Camii) isvhich is crossed by small bridges to the porch of the mosque.
located near the Complex of Holy Places related to IbrahimWater has a multiple meaning: it cabtrtes to the pleasant
(Abr aham) in Sanliurfa ( Ba Imiilodlirrae%®fthe space (mevarrm®asligria)eandwearssents u i
(at the end of the 15th century) by Hasan Pedishah (sultan), a symbolic border over which the crossing means cleansing
ruler from the Akkgunlu dynasty. The harem of this mosque the faithful before entering the main prayer area. The mosque

is an extremely rich and pleasant space with trees and avas renovated several timés¥ (Figure 18).

stream (the water of which is taken from the Rahman lake),
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Source: https://seyyahdefteri.com

AL MR .
/haspadisahcamineredenasitgidilir -sanliurfa/ Accessed: November 23, 2023.
Source: https://tr.foursquare.com/v/hasaadi%C5%9Fattamii/51b5a885498e954e83355a8acessed: November 23, 2023.

Fig 18: Hasan Pedishah Mosque

Gemr ek Inn (Turkish: Gg¢mr ¢ kSultha Sebn) Il (1524574 %), (Rigare 19). f amous i nr
in Sanliurfa. The Han was built (1562) during the reign of

.‘\y
Source: https://www.trthaber.com/haber/kultgsanat/osmaniloneminderkalangumrukhankticari-
canliligini-koruyor390484.html
Accessed: November 23, 2023.
Source: https://www.trthaber.com/haber/kultgsanat/osmanidoneminderkalangumrukhankticari-
canliligini-koruyor390484.htmlAccessed: November 23, 2023.
Fig 19: Gumrikinn
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Mevlevihane Mosque (Turkish: Mevlevihane Camii) was
built before 1650, since in that year the travel writer Evliya
Celebi (Mehmed Zilli, known as Evliya Celebi, 161682)
stayed in Sanliurfa and mentions this mosque in his Travel
(Seyahatnaméj® (Figure 20).

Source: https://tumac.org/urfanevlevihanesve-urfa-

mevlevihanesindgapilandini-musikiicralarinin-din-disi-musiki
icralarinayansimasi/ Accessed: November 23, 2023.

Source: https://nomatto.comrféthe mosqueof-mevlevihane
Accessed: November 23, 2023.

Fig 20: Mevlevihane Mosque

Rézvaniye Mosque (TurKkish: t o ma
mosque built (1716) by Bal é or of
city, near Conplex Abmham'k (Ilbragif's)

Pool in kanliurfa. The mosq%@rce;h@qor@myh,qmﬂ)ed owards aha
(Ibrahim's) pool, while on the opposite sitteere are two

spacious, richly decorated gardéid! (Figure 21). Fig2lLRézvaniye Mosque
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Sanliurfa Bazaar (Turkish: Sanliurfa Bedesten), located near

G¢emr ¢k han and Rézman AhmetThWakbar ¥dkfiganal bhioluts eisn olf 7 4k0a,
is one of the most representative examples of Ottomang e k | e r, Englishy The traditional Urfa Houses) are an
bezistans in Turkey. Bezistan's disposition, construction andexample of oriental town houses with differentiated public
maerialization reflect a deep understanding of the naturaland private parts of the house complex. A wvpetiserved
environment (especially the extremely hot summers) of example of this house is located next to the post office, in the

k anl| Elyrighra22). city's Kar a PMeiguk23.é di strict

Sour: https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/sanliurfaszaars
havemuchto-offer-tourists6403 Accessed: November 23, 2023.

Fig 22: Sanliurfa Bazaar
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Source: http://www.geziseyahat365.com/peygambedehrisanliurfa/ Accessed: November 23, 2023.
Source: https://www.tripadvisor.com/LocationPhotoDirectLugil652373i21633412Sanliurfa_Sanliurfa_Province.html

Accessed: November 23, 2023.
Source: http://fle135turkiye.pbworks.com/w/page/5905644/SanliyAacessed: Novembe3, 2023.

Fig23:Traditional houses of kanl éurfa

Urfa's old town (Turkish: Wf Tiurlish Eesidtance &nd the donjcepti obthe astruggle orctlee o
traditions, longlasting friendships and mystical societies. liberation of thethen Urfa from the French occupation in the

One of these traditions is "Sira Geceleri" ("Alternate Nights") Turkish War of Independence (191923) was conceived.

where ople of similar ideas, worldviews and pleasures Similar traditions of gathering people on other grounds
gather in such a way that the host of the gathering changegcarpet manufacturers, traders of various types of goods, for
every night®, It is believed that in "Sira Geceleri" the idea example), (Figure 24).
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